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Method Method 

�� ParticipantsParticipants
�� N = 125 participants (36 males, 89 female)N = 125 participants (36 males, 89 female)
�� M age = 21.48 yrs (SD = 6.18)M age = 21.48 yrs (SD = 6.18)

�� DesignDesign
�� 2 x 2 between2 x 2 between--subjects design.subjects design.
�� randomly assignmentrandomly assignment
�� to one of two to one of two ‘‘ educationeducation’’ groups (provided vs. withheld)groups (provided vs. withheld)
�� to one of two to one of two ‘‘ child witness veracitychild witness veracity’’ groups (accurate vs. inaccurate).  groups (accurate vs. inaccurate).  

�� Education programEducation program
�� five page information booklet:five page information booklet:
�� the history of child witnessesthe history of child witnesses
�� the most commonly drawn conclusions from the related researchthe most commonly drawn conclusions from the related research
�� information about childreninformation about children’’ s memory capabilities from the literatures memory capabilities from the literature
�� information about how interviewing techniques may affect childreinformation about how interviewing techniques may affect childrenn



QuestionnaireQuestionnaire

All jurors completed a questionnaire following the trial:All jurors completed a questionnaire following the trial:

�� Biographical informationBiographical information

�� Perceptions of the child witnessPerceptions of the child witness
�� Judgements of accuracy, honesty, suggestibility, and credibilityJudgements of accuracy, honesty, suggestibility, and credibility. . 

�� ““ yes yes –– no no –– cancan’’ t decidet decide”” response.response.

�� Verdict determinations (guilty or not guilty) Verdict determinations (guilty or not guilty) 
�� Rate their confidence in decision from 1 (not at all) to 5 (100%Rate their confidence in decision from 1 (not at all) to 5 (100%

confident).confident).



The TrialThe Trial
�� Child witness videotaped testimony:  Child witness videotaped testimony:  

�� 55--yearyear--old female witnessold female witness
�� Questioned about a staged theft that they witnessed on videoQuestioned about a staged theft that they witnessed on video
�� Testimony of 3 minutesTestimony of 3 minutes

�� Trial procedureTrial procedure
�� Moot Court with actors as judge, barristers, defendantMoot Court with actors as judge, barristers, defendant
�� Script included:Script included:

�� a judgea judge’’ s introductions introduction
�� opening statements from the prosecution and defenceopening statements from the prosecution and defence
�� presentation of the child witness testimonypresentation of the child witness testimony
�� evidenceevidence--inin--chief and crosschief and cross--examination of the defendantexamination of the defendant
�� closing statementsclosing statements for both the prosecution, defence, and judgefor both the prosecution, defence, and judge

�� 11 trials in total11 trials in total
�� approximately 45 minutes eachapproximately 45 minutes each

�� .  .  



ResultsResults

� � � � � � ( � � � � � � � 
� � �
� Ratings of the child witness characteristics (accuracy, 

honesty, and credibility) were scored as accurate or 
inaccurate based on actual child witness  veracity.  

� Scores summed and subjected to a two-way between-
groups ANOVA (education and child veracity).

� Main effect for education, F(3,121) = 38.78, p<.001.       

� Educated juries (M = 2.48, SD = 1.32) more accurate in 
their perceptions of the child witness than were the 
uneducated juries (M = 1.08, SD = 1.14).



Juror verdictsJuror verdicts
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�� Correlated with verdict accuracy Correlated with verdict accuracy 

only with Educated Jurors, only with Educated Jurors, r = r = 
0.30, p = 0.02.0.30, p = 0.02.
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ConclusionsConclusions

� No education � no better than chance in terms of correctly 
rating the child witness accuracy, honesty, reliability, and 
credibility, and in terms of making appropriate verdict 
determinations

� Education � increase in proportion of correct verdicts, as well 
as improve the accuracy of the jurors’ perceptions of the child 
witness

� in trials with both accurate and inaccurate child witnesses.  
� education program did not bias the verdicts in any direction

� Education � jurors’ confidence in their verdict was positively 
correlated with their accuracy.  

� Perhaps, when jurors provided with education they felt more equipped 
to fulfil their roles and thus were more confident in their decisions


